Mr. Coffey ...

Mr. Crowl oo oune-
MMy, Egan. ...
Mr, Forworth ...

Mr. Glavin ..
Mr. Herbo oocaeeness
Kir. Lester

Mr. Mcintire.....av--

My, Nichoie

Mr. Quinn Tamm....

Mr. Tracy ..ooevv

Miss Gandy .....v-ee-




liew Yoriz, Lew York,.

PN P May 24, 1820

PULSGHAL AYD

Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigetion,
washington, D. C.

ear 8irs

Thore has appeared in LEONAKD' .,YOLS' colinn u
several occasions referengs b

LYOUS hrs ma;l" iored in khig column that—

puid for g/mnspurt; theh he acumlly sauprled I properiy e
for GRACIZYALLYEN and HASELIVINLTY rether than & LTINS b'-lc-—’ '
and JACIPBRIMIY, ‘ocenkl v ho santloned that wEEIinvolved
in conmection with tThe prmssing 20 & $£10,000. v« note by a&an ,'
attorney in towm, . a4 "
Ficed &v'c,s.tesf‘(ﬁ,ttox:rmy/dohn T¥Cakill svGKe to e
about this and said he was very much concerned rogardinsg the in- Fome,

formadion &ppearing in LYOHSY eolusn nrd wondersd vhore tae leak
might beoe I told Hr. Cahill thet oniy one or twe Arents of the

rederal Fureav of Investirstion kuow o{‘m b7c b?D
JEP o ther then nyself and I wes certain there hac baen no )

lenk in the }.B.J,; that we furniched reports o hin under Personal
and Confidential cover and 1 did not know who in his office had
eccese to these reports. I did tell fr. Cahill that I thought that
if he wanted to ascertain the sourcs of LYOFS' information he ghould
call him down and agk him or clse have him appear before the Crand

Jury. RFOCRUED & INUEXED

At thet time lr. Cahill stated tx. g__ dio, fot .~/
think that any purpose would be served by inte _ﬁMLY f
becauee he did not bolieve that he would discloss ki pourp o
informationy further that he felt that if LYONS vere oflled

before the Grand Jury he would still refuse tc disclose the‘fource
of his infometion. r. Cahill also pointed out that to follow
such 8 procedure might interfere with the pleasa" reletdons now” ~
exiating between his office and the press,. e




,,,,,,,,,,

Letter to Director 8/24/2¢

I informod Assistant Director L. A, Tarm oI kre
Cahill's remarks in cormection with this matter and Nr. Tamm
later instructed that I tell ¥Mr. Cahill thet the matter had been
discussed with you and you were of the opinion that it would be
a very good idea to have LYORS before the Grand Jury in order to
question him concerning his sources of inf'ormetion end further
tha t you were nlso greatly concerned mbout the sourde of informa~
tion of who has been found froxm time to time %o be
in possession of & good bit of confidential informetion and tha’c )a'7(’,
it was your suggestion thet at the seme time
questioned as to his sources of information.

I informed Mr. Cahill of the abovg
that it was your suggestion. At that time Yr. Ca _
that he did not feel that any purpose would be served 1y
either of the individuals befors the Crand Jury for the reasoms
that they would undoubtedly refuse to disclose their sources of
information and for the further reason that he felt that it would
interfers with the present relationship exieting wit: the repre=-
sentatives of the press,

Very truly yours,

Fe Fo FOXVORTH,
Inspector.



607 Us S+ Crurt louse
= Foley Square
Few York, le Yo
SJhsdik suzust 11, 1939
626419
PLRSONAL WL CONFYDENTIAL
Kone John T, Cahill
= United States Attorney
Us Se Court House
Foley 3quare
;i New York, Ne Yo
§' Dear Sir:

. For your information, during a recent interview with
a prisoner in the Federal House of Detention
New York City, Special Agent GNP ves informed that
' & bondsman, was interested in a prisoner by the name of
), who was convicted sarly this year on a charge of
co eiting and was sentenced to five years in the penitentiary.
?advised that @G also being held at the House of De-
7C tention, New York City. However, it was subsequently ascertained that
G2s transferred to the itlants pemitentiary on July 14, 1939.

further informed that NN case was handled ‘070
by Assistant U. S. Attorney JOSEPH L. DEIANEY, and that (P and
are very close to MR. DELAKEY and were working for a reduce

tion in sentence.

e

L A AR, T T A S e ey

Very truly yours,

[ P. E. FOXWORTH,
N Special Agent in Charge
cc-Bureau
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Hederal Bureau of Inuestination

Mnited States Bepartment of Justice
New YOl‘k, No Yl

SJIDLEL
62-6419 ‘ July 25, 1939 7 b4c
Director PERSOMAL

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

on July 6, 1939,
House of ﬁetention,

> advised Speoial Agent (4) k7 C )\ﬂ :
that .-

a bondsmen, was interested in
~ a prisoner by the name of ‘ who was convicted early v
this year on a charge of counterfeiting amd was sentenced to five <& -
yoears 1in the penitentiary. advised that was being _&\ b,’
held at the House of Detention, New York Citye. It has been sub- e A
sequently determined that was transferred to the Atlanta ~
Penitentiary on July 14, 1939. =
b7 C
ther informed that cass was
b/)c_ handled by Assistant U. Sf\Attorney JOSEPH L{ DELANEY, and that

7€

q and QD 576 v5vy ¢1656 t6 DELANEY and Ware working for
2 reduction in sentence,.

Very truly yours,

=
Y =
=S
= 1
AE framth E
‘ ‘ 07! ‘:: T
P. E. FOXWORTH, e e
Speoial Agent in Charge. -
_L(:f
o
Q
(&)
)
3/3/ *tL\,Ui mw R e
N A B
INDEXED e “ T ey

SR DR ISVESTIGARON
AUG 7 03y ,
ik S DEPARTMINT OF JUSTiCE
AR S

it v,
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. Mr Senrs-LL;,._..,.'..
N ‘Mr Quinn'!umux..:.

) "hss (z'f dy

Mr TthY -

[ COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

% AUG-3 1939 %

August 3, 1939
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o
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John Edgar Hodver 8

B mhr g ; :

MAILED

F.M.
fEDiHAL BUREAU_OF INVESTIGATION.

U/s. DiPlRIHEN! OF JUSTHCE




; ‘Aau, wh dxd a
Jacl@;nny,
ton, . George™ Burps

" and Gracié¢”Allen back in 1938, now

artet to cough up with

id in fines, it be-
esterday Tl

wants the qu

s for the ra
’d move for dismissal
n  Supreme Court ‘at 10

Benny and.. Burns
$10,000 and $5,000,

respectively, in connection‘with the

A. M. today.
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t against the Bennys—
Jack and Mary——Chaﬁereau seeks
131 and interest, ¢
ked him to carry
d clips and =& bracelet fro

dio stars an-

arging they!
diamond ang:

e ‘5‘2{__: _7_{1’__’%:

v oox

WS o bED
65 WAR 171945

[
ATTT SIS TR TH
(ORI I;-: (¥4 :;»CAK .L:.‘E

EY 4 - A1 A fad

N, Y. DAEILY TEVS

DaTE0 A X F-dNT
ToRWATDED =Y . Y. DIVISLON




_ i
= e "

??isﬁn Opens
for Smuggler

Chaperau Sentence Is
, Commuted - ,
W =g —jr-Ho . -
NEW YORK, April 12—#—The.
.{ United States Attorney’s Office here;
was advised today that Presidept
Roosevelt had commuted to t e}
time already served the five-yejr
sentence imposed - last April

Y rt N. Chaperau, central figuie
in a widespread §) uggling plot. .
Chaperau, a pseudo diplomat, was,

‘|convicted as the carrier of smug-’

gled goods .which wound up in the: . .
hands of. such . notables. as Jack-
Benny and George Burns, the radio
comedians, and Mrs. Edgar Lauer,
wife- of & former New_ York State
Supreme Court justice. ’
Chaperau’s_sentence, while orig-
inally put at five yéars, already had
been cut by Federal Judge Huilbert,
on motion of the prosecution, to
two years minus the time served
while awaiting- trial — which made
‘the actual . sentence about 18
months. His unpaid $5,000 fine ¥il}
rexain in judgment against hi .
Renny paid & $10,000 fine; Buins R
$8,00,  Mrs. Lauer served —a—{3-
mcnth jail term.

N R L ey

THE DETRGIT Kiksd
LPRIL .2, 1640

- TIT-A
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U} 5. Rewards
Chaperau

Albert N. Chapexfgi, ‘serving two
years -in..Federal prison for, jewel
smuggling, today earned his re-

ward for co-operating with the
Government in the case involving
Jack Benny and George Burns,
radio comedians, and Mrz, Elma
N. Lauer, wife of former Supreme
Court Justice Edgar A. Lauer.
An indictment against his wife,
Paula Chaperau, was nolle prossed
under authorization of U. S. At~
torney John T. Cahill on the plea
of Chaperau that Mrs. Chaperau
and their 16-year-old daughter
were poverty stricken in France
and would like to refurn here.
urns and Benny were giveng a
susbended sentence and Mrs. Lager
*;w} sentenced to three monthsfin
8
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COUNSELORS AT LAW

HANIVES 2-780C

Federsl Rureszu of Investigation
“ashington, D. C.

bi7c

our clicnt ai.eging that on or avout KOven ber ¢, 1904C, it negli- 1)76

?
gently destroyed some cf his personal property, contrary tc his
instructions.

Ve heve some recollecticon of 2 man of a similar name being i
involved witn the Department of Justies, due to viclatioens cf %
the Customs Laws, Cur basis for believing thet uble is the same '
men i the fact thet amonge the &lleged property cs cypa there
is claimed to heve besn some aorrisrcndence Irom peon;e of p“omint
ence in the theatriezl and radlic business.

3 . - P g s 4 - . l
Ve are interested in ohtzining sny usefl infermation O\ j

- > » ) 2 - e - . 3 ~ '-'
mey heve in vour fi1eg whiech will asgsist us in the defense
our caze. 3

7&v we shell be gla
sentative 1n Ne
QT tf‘;fﬁ maLy




Mr.

Mr.

Vr.
r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Tolson____

E. A, Tamm_
legg

Gisvin

Lagd__

Nichele ___

Rosen

Tracy

Carson

Coliey
Henden

. Kramer -
. MeGuire_
. Quina T
Mr.

Nevae

L E N i L ‘1 , . v
i v LN ‘7§
“ ' o Y RN
- i . \ y
amm B \
W Lv t . ™~

Wies i}anciyﬁib,%f;‘j.' ;
R4

JLC31 10 February 2, 1943
54=TL7-15

-

Wit

27 Ceder Strcel
Rew York, Hew York

I have for acknowledgment your letiter dated
January 16, 1943,

Please be advised that the malfer referred to
thereln was handled by the Customs Services 4n Kew York
City, =d LU s, Uwerefore, suggested you aay desire to
comzunicate with the Customs Service or wilk the Imited
Siates Attorney's Offics in New York City, which propecuted
this case, for further deiails in this regard,

I regrel advising thal I an unable te render

G, asgistance In this 1

L arg’

fen

;)ul‘d .

Sinceraly yours,

John Ldgar Hoover
Lirector

-

ay
3




June 25, 1964

O
JACK BENNY
Born: February 14, 18%4
Waukegan, Illimois =

{ ,ff' v In response to your request for a check of the
~" £1les of this Bureau concerning the captioned imdividual,
4 you are advised that mo investigation of him has been con-

¥4 Ry WV
.7 “"The files of this Bureau do reveal, however, that.
::; ra _to newspaper publicity aring in late 1939 and

1940 Benny was the subject of a smuggling investi.
ggt on’;%toot result of which was co&ﬁ& :'hd paid a fine
» L
~ You may desire to check with the Cutlo-_s Bureau,
U. S. Treasury Department, for information concerning this
matter. (54.717) " | |

Original & 1 - CSC
Request Received 6/23/64

' %&?M "

300 N

QK)&‘ L902 f4

TS ﬁ" 12 JUN 30
Lf:,‘& 700 Q§S£, 1964

o O
W

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of
the FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distsibdted outside your
agency. This is tn u&swer to your request for a check of FBI fileg.-™"

;\ ‘\‘( /

NES T A Yy,
QG e § 1964



ADDRESS REPLY TO
“CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION™

UNl'O STATES CIVIL SERVICE CONQSS!ON D EEFERTO

< FILE
BUREAU OF PERSONNEL INVESTIGATIONS

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. AND DATE OF THISLETTER

r .

[ ,_1m14"u->{{'*aemw, Jeck (stage name)
o) DOBY 2wMi=9ly.

: "POB: Vaukegan, Dll.

L
WHO'S WHO IN AMEZRICA, VOLUME 31, 1960-1961, page 222

Redio entertainerj b. veukegen, I1l., Feb. 1k, 189k s. Meyer and Busa
(Sachs) Kubelsky; ed. Waukegen (Ill.s High Schej m. Mary Livingstone
(actress) Jan. 25, 1927; 1 dam., Joan Naoml (adopted); Began as
violinist, 19123 featured player on vaudeville stage; star in motion
pictures since 1929; radio entertainer since 1932 also on TV as guest
artist and in own programj recent picturess To Be or Not to Bey, George
Wwashington Slept Here, The Horn Blows at Midnighte Served in Us Se
Navy, World var I; spent summers 1943, Lk, 4%, entertaining armed
forces Overseas during VWorld VWar II. Recipient award for best con=
tinuing performance by a male entertalner Nat., Acad, Television Arts
and &1., 195?’ Spl- aﬂax‘da Homes 1002 North“_Road)‘nl'y'D;':, Beverly
Hills, Cale bt ; y PRI L

—_—
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Lazust 12, 1584
BENJA]

sw
TR 2150 KNCWN
AS 5ACT5EN

BONHE SCBAUARY 14,1884 (0t
' WAUKEGAN, ILLINOIS S

'

Capu.o. ndivicual kas never been the subject of
an investigation conduct by the ¥BL,

The files of this Bureau do reveal, however,
that according to newepaper publicity appearing in late 1939
and early 1940, Benny was the gubject of a smug;ling investi-
gation as a res ult of which he was convicted and pazd a fine oi
$10, 000,

As the files of the I'BI contain no additional pertinent
;nformation concerning this matter, you may Gesire to chcc;&; w.th
he Customd Dureau, U.S. Treacury Department for further informa-
tion, (54-717)

\04 (Request per (D Socia! Secretary, White House. )
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6mo‘m; 100 WO 10 3010-106
MAY 1952 FOITION -
. G3s Gtn. MG NO. 2P Tolnr .
/., UNITED STATES GOVEWWMENT ‘ Mo
’ : Cogfer ...
- M d o~
/ emorandum e
/ A
£ Cvon: .
e . Gale ..
T : Mr. DeLoach - bare: 8~13-64 focen ..
Favel .

Trotter ...

/,_ A Tele. lonr. .
- Holme: - ...

e

FROM  : M. %n?/ . H \
\ . . Gandy ... -\

NAME CHECK REQUESTS FOR WHITE HOUSE P ¢

1w 7C /i 7
Social Secretary at the White House,

requested a check of Bureau files concerping the following individuals: : \
Dan Blocker, Nathar-Birnbaum .(ggqrézfgurns) , Alfred Gerald Caplin -

SUBJECT:

Michael Landon, Raymond Massey,

A
Richard Bernard Skelton (Red Skelton), Sam Jafl
N
There are attached 14 memoranda reflecting the rcults &
of these checks. . ~
RECOMMENDATION: s /
Ei;
That you, Mr. DeLoach, furnish the atta.ched letterhead )
memoranda to (ENGGND ; 3
I\\\}'#/'i - J NV‘ ST RS
i’ , 16 A 25 %
Enclosures (}4 niCk SOLLLI \:L - /, e s
i
1 - Mr aBelmont - Enclosures : o
1- ohr - Enclosures T
1 . DeLoach ~ Enclosures
q-*’ Mr. Evans - Enclosures o T T
Q-S‘\J 1 - Mr. Rosen - Enclosures =>AH = /
$?\‘;"\. ’;—:’ ) V'z“ : ;_/; P
e - s Au_ 2 4954-
" JMM:cmk ) T &20
9 ~ yie ) A el o2 T
"-A: ) Ot A ’a;.k
: e WEEEARES

54 AuG 281964



a"’( evi 1-22-60)

Federas Bureau of Invesngauon

Records E‘ch

19—

| Name Searching Unit - Room 6527

Service ‘Unit - Room’ 6524
F orwurd to F;le Review -

“Room > ‘“E'.xt. .

Subversive Reietences Only

Konsubver
Main 2 @W

Restucted t0. Locahty oi

_ 'Regular Request (Analytical' Semch) -
AL References (Subverswe & Nonsnbverswe)

Heferences Ohly

~“JExact Name Only (Onw s
1Buildup - " I¥ariations

— : Searcher
te ,%/‘ZLS__ Initials
/,’ .

FILE NUMBER

SERIAL
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. DeLoach

August 13, 1964

NATHAN BIRNBAUM, ALSO KNOWN
AS GEORGE BURNS

BORN: JANUARY 20, 1898

NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Captioned individual has never been the subject of an investigation con-
ducted by the FBL -

The files of this Bureaa do reveal, however, that according to news-
paper publicity appearing in late 1939 and early 1940, Barns was the subject of 2
smuoggling investigation as a result of which he was convicted and pald a fine of $8, 000.

As the files of the FBI contain no firthum pertinent information con~
cerning this matter, you may desire to check with the Castoms Bureau, U. S.
Treasury Deparimemi, for furtber information. . (54-717).. y e

Care of Children in Wartime, which organization allegedly had Communist Party
affiliations and connections. Burns, however, was believed to be unaware of the
true nature of the organization. (100-92879-24)

In the early 1940's, Burns was reported tobe a member of the
Hollywood Democratic Committee, cited as a communigt front by the California
Senate Fact-Finding Committee On Un-American Activities in a 1948 report. In
June, 1945, Burns was also listed as a member of the executive council of the
Hollywood Independent Citizens: Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions
(HICCASP), successor to the Hollywood Democratic Committee. The HICCASP
was also cited as a communist frent by the California Senate Fact-Finding Com-
mittee Gh Un-American Activities in its 1948 report. (100-197270-7, 21;100-15252)-33).

Tolson e / f
: ﬁe:‘::o:t — ch/ ' ! L
e ims
canahn {Request per -, Social Secre , White House. )

Conrad e
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Gale - =

fosen —— 3y A:gms (10) Q{’/
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Xiarch 18, 1968
BY LIAISON

a , Mrs.pildred Stegall ' / | ’
4 > The White House
Washington, D. C.

-

Dear Mrs. Stegall:

Reference is made to your name check request for a N\
review of FBI {iles concerning the following individuals subsequent ’
to the date of the previcus name cneck request as noted following A
each name. Y

m £7C o) September 12, 1963 \';‘
Benj Kubelsky (also known 25 JacK Cenny) August 12, 1964
John Exrnst Steinbeck . May 20, 1964

Cur files cortzin oo additional pertinent information
"concermn., Mr. Xubelsky. !
Sated

was a
reterence {or an Individual Wil i3 a vewepete (rom e New York
Guild of the Arcerican Newenene Guild to its National Ceavention in

1¢45. The New York Newspawer Gaild had been described as communist b vy s i

ini:ltrated and communist Gorzlinted. Thlis same individual reportedly
s .t a communication to Goveri:

A  'Thomias Zewey in 1654 appealing fon /
; e ceutive cleraency for Who Wes convxcted cn
/ r oune 28, 1941, in Ceneval Sclil.

:3 Court, view York, and sentcnced {o b7
State Prizon on four counts i 12 falise {estimony before the Rapp-~--

Ccudert coint Legislative Cor:..m;.:-:e. Traring bis testimony
k.d admitted membership in iz zcmmm;st Party but had lied wita

‘<

Tolson
Seloach
Zoht

S1shop recpect to the number of indivil o> he Imew to be .namoer of the Citly

T College of New York Unit of ‘},Cb ,,, camunist,

Zonrad Q -
e —PRNCLOSURE :

32'3; i - Mr. DeLoach (sent anom / 9 10-5“ iy

slliven 1- Mr mﬁg?@g,(sent direct) 126 MAR 21 XSBB fen 0B

ovel See note next page.. R

eie. Room b ,j ::n‘- . . *-
::;:H &ﬁ ?A?lm TELET}K;L umr[:] \ -




b1eC

Mrs. Mildred Stegall

Information was received in 1968 that a Czechoslovakian
citizen, who had been 2 member of the Czechosliovakian Communist
Party since 1945, was to visit the United States on the cultural
exchange program in 1938. Xe indicated an intention to visit friends
in the United States included among whom was John Stelnbeck.

The files of the Identification Division were checked
and found to contain no additional pertinent data concerning the above
individuals.

A copy of this communication has not been sent to the
Attorney General.

Sincerely “yours,

-2 -

NOTE: Our files reflect that wie final results of our name check
concerning (IS v CZsent by memorandum dated 9-12-63, rather
than 9-4-63. The additional information was developed subsequent to
the prior summary memorandum furnished in 1963. '




" Felt

o
A

Mohe
Rosen

Bates

© Bishop

Y

Callaban
Campbell ——
Casper ————
Cleveland ———
Conrad
Dalbey
Marshall
Miller, E.S. —
Ponder
Soyers
Walters
Tele. Room

June 6, 1972

MR. AND£ . J;%NY

Wn et v 2 ot

Jack Benny, who you advised resides at 1400 Tower Grove
Drive, Beverly has not been the subject ol an
vestigation conducted by the FB1. However, our files reveal that
in late 1939 and early 1940, Benny was the subject of a smuggling
investigation which was not investigated by this Bureau, and was
subsequently convicted and paid a fine of $10,000. (54-71%)7

Attached ig a copy of an FBI Record, Number 3 367 854,
which may relate to Jack Benny. The central files of the FBI
contain no additional pertinent information concerning captioned
individuals based upon background information sobmitted in con-
nection with this name check request.

Enclosure

[T CRMATEP RS

NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant
to the President. .
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" August 22, 1972

BY LIAISON

. Honorakle Alexander P. Butterfield

y7t

Deputy Zssistant to the President
The Waite Douse
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Butterfield:

Reference is made to your name check reques

concerning Jim Backus and some other indivicduais.

Attachned are separate memoranda concerning the
following individuals:

Jim Backus

Geor e!Burns
h Vince Edwards

Sincerely yours, /

‘L. Patrick Gray, III

Acting Director )
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Folt
Baker
Hates
Bishap
Callahan . _
(“leveland
Conrad
Dalbey
Jenkins

Marshall
Mitler, .8, %,
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August 21, 1972

GEORGE BURNS

Captioned individual, who you advised resides at
720 North Maple Drive, Beverly Hills, California, has not been
the subject of an investigation conducted by the FBL

o-i-zv‘ i ome i

However, oyr files reveal that in Iate 1939 Burns,
whose true name is NathapAti irnbaum, was the subject of a
smuggling (jewels and clothindy investigation which was not con-
ducted by this Bureau. He was subsequently convicted, given a
suspended sentiince of one year and one day, and paid an $8, 000
fine, (54-717) '

The central files of the FBI, including the files of
the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent infor-
mation concerning captioned individual based upon background
information submitted in connection with this name check request.

NOTE:  Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant
to the President.
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